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SoundFourth!

A Word from the Director

In His Service, Braxton

"Magnify God's Name with Worship" 

~Romans 5:12, 15, 20-21~

"Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in
this way death came to all people, because all sinned — But the gift is not like the

trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s
grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the

many! The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin
increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace

might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

"I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but
because by it I see everything else."

                 "How we see the world." it is such a common phrase in our world today. Everyone wants to be
able to define for themselves what the world is. Because of this, so many people end up at their wit's end.
When all has failed and fallen apart, what do we turn to?       
                    The Bible tells us that this has been the habit of mankind since the very beginning in the Garden
of Eden.  We have always wanted to define things for ourselves, carve our own path, be our own
sustainer, and figure out what truth is on our own. It is the first sin mankind ever committed - putting
ourselves in God's place.  
                  Paul tells us that as sin entered the world through mankind, then God's gift to us is to show us
truth and grace, and to put us on that path so as to follow Him.  Notice the phrase of our good friend, C.S.:
"not only because I see it, [being Christianity], but by it I see everything else."  God has given  us the
ability to see truth, to define our lives by it, to live the path set before us, and to sustain us in our every
day - not by being our own god, but by seeing Jesus Christ , our true God, and by following Him and
seeing the world as He does through His Word.
                      May this be how we live this Lenten journey to the cross.

~C.S. Lewis~



February 24 - The Cross vs. Temptation (Susan Broadwell)

Febraury 25 - Deuteronomy 10:12-22 (Lynn Daniels)

Febraury 26 - Joy in the Morning (Jerry Ferguson)

Febraury 27 - John 3:16-17 (Jennifer Narron-Hardy)

Febraury 28 - Mark 8:31-38 (Dan Hovey)

March 1 - Romans 1:1-17 (Natalie Theurer)

March 2 - John 6:1-5 (Wilmond Barnes)

I hope that you are continuing to read through your Lenten Devotional

guide! This week's devotions include:

If you have misplaced your devotional guide, or just want to have a copy on

your computer, phone, or tablet, you can find the guide on our website!

Lenten Devotional Guide

"With One Heart" Challenge
Our "With One Heart" Challenge continues until this Sunday,

February 28th. You can drive thru at the Fellowship Hall

where there will be a table set up, or you can take part in the

foyer of the Sanctuary during Sunday School and Worship.

We want to show what we are thankful for and what is on our

hearts in this year. Join us in this challenge!Lent 2021
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Church Reopening & What That Means for Us
We will return to practicing on Wednesday, March 3, in Ryberg Hall at
6:30pm!  This is to leave  the choir room ready for the renovation & to give us

room to spreads out! We will sing our first service on March 28th - Palm
Sunday.  We will be spending time getting familiar and "back in the groove" 

 with our music! If you read all this, and you are  not yet comfortable in

returning to choir - I understand.  Believe me, I do.  I want you to be

comfortable in returning to choir & worship. If you are comfortable and ready

to return, I need one more thing from you - an RSVP.  The reality is that we

want to create a place where we can all be comfortable in returning and we

want to have as many people as we can safely handle there!

https://forms.gle/VuKG3Joa4pzxj8sZ7


A for Authority – We start by giving Jesus the authority due to Him. Praise God for His authority, power and might!

Pray for God to extend His mercy, compassion and grace in the face of this outbreak. (Psalm 103:1-4; Revelation 4:9-

11)

C for for Countries - Pray God would strengthen and heal our brothers and sisters in countries around the world

where the Coronavirus is most severe, and in our own communities.  Pray for healing from the Great Physician.

(Ephesians 3:14-16; Philippians 4:1,4-7,19)

R for Responders – Pray for courage and strength for those “running into the battle” to fight this disease. Pray for

those medical personnel caring for the ill, for researchers working around the clock to discover a vaccine and pray for

government leaders responsible to combat the outbreak on a global scale. (Isaiah 35:3-4,10; Isaiah 61:1-3; Romans

13:7; 1 Timothy 2:1-4)

O for Obedience – Pray that we, His Church, will walk in obedience, not fear, as we ask Him, “What do you want me

to do?” And then LISTEN for His answer to pray, give, minister… (Matthew 28:18-20)

W for Wisdom and Witness – Pray for God’s wisdom as we face challenges and decisions brought on by the virus.

How can we best prepare and respond in wisdom and love? And pray for readiness in this time of uncertainty and fear

to share the Good news as God provides opportunities for us to tell others the reason for the hope we have in Him!

(James 1:2-5,12; 1 Peter 5:1-4,6-11)

N for Nothing that can separate us from His Great Love! Proclaim this truth! Close your eyes, breathe deeply and

rest in those promises that speak to the love and power of God! (Romans 8:28,31-35,37-39)

Prayer Guide for COVID-19
In this difficult time, we are often finding it

hard to have the words or presence in

prayer because we are so overloaded with

emotion. Below is a great resource to help

each of us in praying during this time of

sickness and separation.

Notice that the first letters form an acrostic

- A CROWN - denoting that even in all of

this that Christ is still our King of kings and

Lord of lords, in control of the world around

us, and holy and just in His provision and

providence.

A great suggestion they have made is to pray these prayers and then listen to a song of praise. I have

attached a link here to Dan Forrest's "To the Lamb Upon the Throne" and the lyrics are below.

You servants of God, your Master proclaim,  and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
the name all-victorious of Jesus extol; his kingdom is glorious and rules over all. 

 God rules in the height, almighty to save;  though hid from our sight, his presence we have; 
the great congregation his triumph shall sing,  ascribing salvation to Jesus our King. 

"Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!"  let all cry aloud, and honor the Son; 
the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,  fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb. 

 Then let us adore and give him his right:  all glory and power, all wisdom and might, 
all honor and blessing with angels above  and thanks never ceasing for infinite love. 

"Magnify God's Name with Worship" 

https://soundcloud.com/beckenhorst-press/09-to-the-lamb-on-the-throne


Pray for Pope Hardee, who is struggling with some health issues.  Pray that God gives her peace and

gives the doctors the right ideas of how to help.

Pray for our schools as they return to a normal rhythm - that God would give patience and peace to

everyone...teachers, parents, and children.

Pray for our leaders - for confidence and godly wisdom.  

Pray for how God can be using us even now in this time of transition and uncertainty - may God use

us and give us the grace and ingenuity to continue to move forward.                                                                                                    

Prayers & Praises

We praise God that Covid-19 cases are down 77% in the last six weeks! While we remain vigilant

and continue to get our vaccines, we thank God that we can see His hand at work around us!

 We praise God that Justin Hensley's surgery has gone well.  Continue to pray for him in his

recovery as well as peace for the Pam & Danny and the rest of the family. 

We praise God for the arrival of Ellie Grace Snyder, the niece of Braxton & Mallory Kubasko. Pray

for her continued health and wellbeing!

Lent
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Any prayer requests?
Praises? Updates? 

Email Braxton

mailto:%20braxton@fbcsmithfield.org

