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In His Service, Braxton

                Perhaps one of the most mysterious hymns
in existence, "Were You There" is - to this day - a
hymn of unknown origins.  Coming from, as stated
by Robert Cottrill, "the blight of slavery," this
hymn is a clear demonstration of the spread of the
Gospel amongst slave communities in years gone
by. Coming to the United States, "slaves in
America could not read or write, but they listened
and learned, and many came to personal faith. Out
of that there developed a rich culture of African
American hymnody, passed on orally long 
 gssssssoal

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?  Were you there when He rose up from the grave?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

~ From the Oral Tradition of Enslaved African Americans, adapted by John & Frederick Work (1907) and others ~

A Word from the Director

before it was written down–with understandable variations in the songs because of this. Eventually,
there were those among the slaves who could lead services and preach. And black preachers would
often break off in the middle of a sermon to sing, sometimes extemporizing, adding stanzas to a
familiar selection. The lyrics were simple and repetitious, allowing all of those present to join in. Then,
when the song ended, the speaker would return to his message."
                "Were You There" and songs like it were eventually collected, notated, and published, first in
William Eleazar Barton's 1899 Old Plantation Hymns with four stanzas about being there, the cross,
Jesus' side, & the sun refusing to shine.  In the early twentieth century, John & Frederick Work
supplied
               

supplied an arrangement of the tune that is used
today as well as another stanza about laying Jesus
in the tomb. Another stanza was added about the
resurrectionIn 1940, this hymn was the first
spiritual published in a hymnal with its inclusion in
the Episcopal Hymnal. Commonly known and sung
today, "Were You There" is now a call for each of
us as Christians - in the words again of Robert
Cottrill - "to view [the events of Jesus' life] with
the eyes of faith, and by the illuminating power of
the Holy Spirit, as we 'believe in [Him] through
thee""[the apostles’] word' (Jn. 17:20).  As we continue on toward Easter Sunday, let this hymn for us be a
source of encouragement as it was meant for the slaves who originally sang it.  We have the
opportunity to view what Jesus has done even today and ask ourselves "were you there?" as we walk
through the story again to the foot of the cross.  We do all of this while we ultimately look at the last
stanza, a mysterious addition & our ultimate goal in this walk through Lent, which simply states "were
you there when He rose up from the grave?" 

Let us continue to keep our eyes on Jesus.

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Eleazar_Barton&action=edit&redlink=1


March 17 - A Child of the King (Glenda Strickland)

March 18 - Sorrow Turns to Joy (Margie Crumley)

March 19 - God's Everlasting LOVE (Mallory Kubasko)

March 20 - John 6:60-71 (Todd & Kris Michaloski)

March 21 - Jesus Predicts His Death (Charlotte Hoyt)

March 22 - John 9:1-17(Jocelyn Andrews)
March 23 - Lift High the Cross (Thad Hardee)

I hope that you are continuing to read through your Lenten Devotional

guide! This week's devotions include:

If you have misplaced your devotional guide, or just want to have a copy on

your computer, phone, or tablet, you can find the guide on our website!

Lenten Devotional Guide
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Church Reopening & What That Means for Us
I am excited that we are practicing again on Wednesdays at 6:30pm in Ryberg
Hall!  As we move down this road together, I am so grateful for the ways in which

you all have continued to be engaged and patient - we have been waiting for this day

to come! Now, we can move forward in preparing for our first service on March
28th - Palm Sunday - and the days beyond! If you are still considering returning to

choir - please let me know by RSVP'ing here.  See you soon!

Upcoming Repertoire
All Glory, Laud, & Honor

Rejoice, the Lord is King

I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Christ the Lord is Risen Today

He Loved Me

         Sunday, March 28        

            Sunday, April 4            

My Heart Adores You

Blessed Assurance

Lead, Kindly Light

Come Into God's  Presence

Abide With Me

God Be With You Till We Meet Again

           Sunday, April 11          

            Sunday, April 18            

https://forms.gle/VuKG3Joa4pzxj8sZ7


A for Authority – We start by giving Jesus the authority due to Him. Praise God for His authority, power and might!

Pray for God to extend His mercy, compassion and grace in the face of this outbreak. (Psalm 103:1-4; Revelation 4:9-

11)

C for for Countries - Pray God would strengthen and heal our brothers and sisters in countries around the world

where the Coronavirus is most severe, and in our own communities.  Pray for healing from the Great Physician.

(Ephesians 3:14-16; Philippians 4:1,4-7,19)

R for Responders – Pray for courage and strength for those “running into the battle” to fight this disease. Pray for

those medical personnel caring for the ill, for researchers working around the clock to discover a vaccine and pray for

government leaders responsible to combat the outbreak on a global scale. (Isaiah 35:3-4,10; Isaiah 61:1-3; Romans

13:7; 1 Timothy 2:1-4)

O for Obedience – Pray that we, His Church, will walk in obedience, not fear, as we ask Him, “What do you want me

to do?” And then LISTEN for His answer to pray, give, minister… (Matthew 28:18-20)

W for Wisdom and Witness – Pray for God’s wisdom as we face challenges and decisions brought on by the virus.

How can we best prepare and respond in wisdom and love? And pray for readiness in this time of uncertainty and fear

to share the Good news as God provides opportunities for us to tell others the reason for the hope we have in Him!

(James 1:2-5,12; 1 Peter 5:1-4,6-11)

N for Nothing that can separate us from His Great Love! Proclaim this truth! Close your eyes, breathe deeply and

rest in those promises that speak to the love and power of God! (Romans 8:28,31-35,37-39)

Prayer Guide for COVID-19
In this difficult time, we are often finding it

hard to have the words or presence in

prayer because we are so overloaded with

emotion. Below is a great resource to help

each of us in praying during this time of

sickness and separation.

Notice that the first letters form an acrostic

- A CROWN - denoting that even in all of

this that Christ is still our King of kings and

Lord of lords, in control of the world around

us, and holy and just in His provision and

providence.

A great suggestion they have made is to pray these prayers and then listen to a song of praise. I have

attached a link here to Dan Forrest's "To the Lamb Upon the Throne" and the lyrics are below.

You servants of God, your Master proclaim,  and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
the name all-victorious of Jesus extol; his kingdom is glorious and rules over all. 

 God rules in the height, almighty to save;  though hid from our sight, his presence we have; 
the great congregation his triumph shall sing,  ascribing salvation to Jesus our King. 

"Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!"  let all cry aloud, and honor the Son; 
the praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,  fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb. 

 Then let us adore and give him his right:  all glory and power, all wisdom and might, 
all honor and blessing with angels above  and thanks never ceasing for infinite love. 
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https://soundcloud.com/beckenhorst-press/09-to-the-lamb-on-the-throne


Pray for Olive Cooke, who has lost vision in one of her eyes.  She is currently consulting with doctors

on the next steps as she fights an infection in her eye. Pray for comfort & peace for her and her

family in this time.

Pray for Jimmy Jones, who was admitted to the hospital in the last few days.  He has since gone

home.  Pray for him & his family.

Pray for Pope Hardee, who has been diagnosed with Lewy Body Dementia, which is a combination

of dementia with Parkinson's.  She has care five days a week. Pray that God gives her and her family

peace, and gives the doctors the right ideas of how to help.

Pray for the continued transition of our church - for wisdom, boldness, and continued trust in God.

Prayers & Praises

We praise God that Justin Hensley's surgery went well.  Continue to pray for him in his recovery as

well as peace for the Pam & Danny and the rest of the family. 
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Any prayer requests?
Praises? Updates? 

Email Braxton

mailto:%20braxton@fbcsmithfield.org

