
 

 

 

 

 
 

                    Weekly Newsletter 
 

A Word from the Director 

Dear Choir Family, 
 

Today, we find ourselves in a divided world filled with darkness. Think of some of the things we are 

hearing around us… 
 

‘If you don’t support “View A” then you’re a horrible person.’  
 

‘If you support “View B” then you are a horrible person.’ 
 

 Everywhere, there seems to be chaos, division, and hatred.  Everywhere, there seems to be hopelessness 

and sorrow.  Everywhere, there are people demanding you think one way or another with almost extreme and 

religious devotion.  What we see around us is simply sin in our world.  No matter the political belief one may have 

over what is going on in our world, we can all admit that all crime is motivated by hatred and all hatred is sin. 

What people are demonstrating today is a desire for God that they do not know how to fill, and they are attempting 

to find meaning in politics and culture. 

 God tells us in His Word that we, as Christians, have a ministry of reconciliation.  God has given the 

antidote to sin in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.  We are to call out sin for what it is and preach to all the truth 

that God is the Heavenly King and that forgiveness is to be found in the cross.  What a wonderful message we 

have to bear!  But how many times do we simply harbor that message for ourselves rather than share it with others.  

This is a mistake we make as Jesus told us – we should not hide a light under a basket but instead let it shine for 

the world to see.  Be bold, Christian!  This is a time for the world to see our God in us – in how we live, in what we 

say, in what we do.  I pray that God is working in each of our hearts in this time to be a bold witness for Him and 

His Kingdom! 

 One of the great traditions of our Christians faith is a service we participate in at July 4th called the Vespers 

service.  It began as the service going into the night when candles were lit for illumination.  There is also a symbolic 

meaning to it, however.  It is a service where we can celebrate the light that is coming in the return of Jesus Christ 

and the light that Jesus and His Word has been to us.  From this we read the following: 
 

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, & our eyes behold the vesper light,  

we sing Your praises, O God: Father, Son, & Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of life,  

& to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 

 God has given us the message to bring to a dark and needy world full of sin… let us bring His truth 

knowing that our Light, Jesus Christ, has come and is coming again soon!  
 
 

         

In His Service, 

Braxton 

June 10, 2020 



 

Announcement 
Change is never an easy thing, and I have hated that there has not be an opportunity to share with you all 

face to face some of the discussions I have been wanting to have about our future.  One of my core beliefs of ministry 

is that God gives all people of all ages the opportunity and duty to serve with the gifts that He has given them.  

With that in mind, every ministry should be geared to be focused on God and inclusive of the people in the Body 

of Christ. A few weeks ago, I had a meeting with Marshall, Olive, and Thad, and we followed up on a discussion 

that we had previously had on ways to try and bring more people into the choir.  What we have been informed of 

and considered is the fact that it is difficult for many young families to be involved in the choir due to the late time 

of our rehearsal and the lack of child care.  In response to this, we made a joint decision to move choir to Thursday 

nights from 6:30-8:00pm, and are working on appointing a team to care for children during that time.  This has been 

a prayerful consideration of mine, and it would open Wednesday night to a focus on Bible Study and fellowship 

while allowing choir to have the full time it needs on Thursday as well as keeping the door open for younger people 

to join.  I want to continue to have the door open for you all to express any comments, concerns, or questions.  

Please email me or call me at the office, and I would love to hear from you. 

 

I Want To Hear From You! 
I would love your opinions of the ways in which we, as a choir, can show Christ to our community!  God 

has blessed us greatly, and I know that He has great plans for this church.  We want to find ways in which we can 

be a minister for Christ in our community in the upcoming years! Either click the link in the text above or send me 

an email at braxton@fbcsmithfield.org with your thoughts! I can’t wait to hear YOUR voice! 

 

Update on Our Website! 
Our website and the way in which our church interacts online is changing day by day as we go through this time 

in our lives!  As such, I wanted to remind you all that we have our own choir page!  This is a place where I can 

update you all on events & repertoire as well as post the choir newsletter and keep up a calendar of all we have 

going on! Here’s a guide as to how to log-in! 

 

1. Go to our website at www.fbcsmtihfield.org  

 

2. Scroll down on the main page and click on “Music & Worship Ministry” 

 

3. Scroll down to the button on that page that says “Choir Login” and click it. 

 

4. Log-in with the password “fbcschoir” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

            Do you have a prayer request or praise?  
 

Do you know of someone who has needs in this time? 
 

If you know of any prayer needs or people who need help in this difficult time, please email it to Braxton at 

braxton@fbcsmithfield.org so that it can be known for everyone to address! 
 

He answers prayer! 
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