
 

 

 

 

 
 

                    Weekly Newsletter 
 

A Word from the Director 
 

Choir Family, 
 

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 

that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen 

asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. Now if Christ 

is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is 

no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also 

is vain. ”  ~ I Corinthians 15:3-8, 12-14 ~ 
    

Wow – that is seemingly a downer passage for us. But what it tells us about our faith and our eternal hope 
is infinitely important!  You see, what Paul is pointing out to the church at Corinth and to us is the fact that our 
belief in eternal life is a cornerstone to our faith.  If Christ had not been resurrected from the dead and promised 
the same to us, what hope would we have?  Why would we seemingly waste our time doing the work of God’s 
kingdom on earth if there was not something to live for beyond? It is only for the blessings of that eternal life that 
we lay aside our lives and beings here on earth to serve the God we so love.  As Paul said two chapters before this, 
right now we only see as in a mirror.  Mirrors in Paul’s day were made of polished metal, not glass.  As such, the 
picture of what is was not yet clear.  So, here, Paul gives us the same image – what is to be is not yet clear to us. 
 Why do we strive so for the sake of the gospel?  Why have millions of people given up their property, their 
time, and their lives for it?  Why, as Paul says it, do we “die” for the sake of the Gospel if there were no hope and 
assurance in what we are striving for on a daily basis? 
 As we continue, ever so patiently, to wait for this time in our lives with COVID-19, political hatred, personal 
struggles, and so much more to end, let’s not lose the big picture of what is happening in our lives.  There are a 
cacophony of voices telling you that there is nothing beyond this life, and unfortunately so many Christians believe 
these voices.  Remember the words that Jesus told us about ministry on this earth:  

“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give. Do not acquire gold, 
or silver, or copper for your money belts, or a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is 
worthy of his support.” 

Let us live for this message and to deliver it to all who will listen!  I am so excited that the days are soon 
approaching where I will see you all in the loft leading worship!  Indeed, the days are getting close at hand!  Our 
mission as worship leaders is always to tell the Gospel story in every time we worship and to lead everyone in our 
sanctuary to the foot of the throne of God in praise and adoration!  We will continue in this ministry together soon 
as we proclaim the sacrifice, death, resurrection, and gift of Jesus to all nations! 

 
 

         

In His Service, 

Braxton 

August 19, 2020 



Announcement 

 

At this moment, we are waiting for the movement 
to Phase 3. The current date for that decision comes 
on September 11th, so at this time we will continue 
to plan on returning on Saturday, September 12th, 
from 9am-2pm as a kickoff to our fall and 
Christmas music! It is a wonderful thing to be 
looking at the prospect of coming back, but we are 

planning on doing so in the safest way possible.  We will be wearing 
masks and keeping ourselves spread apart in the Sanctuary.  We will 
have music and other materials laid out in a way where it will be no-
touch and we will continue to take steps to reunite in a way that is 
safe and responsible!  Of course, I want to hear from you on ways in 
which we can continue to make this retreat safe and comfortable for 
everyone! If anything changes that requires this plan to be changed, I 
will be communicating this to you as soon as possible! 
 

 

Update on Our Website! 
Our website and the way in which our church interacts online is changing day by day as we go through this time 

in our lives!  As such, I wanted to remind you all that we have our own choir page!  This is a place where I can 

update you all on events & repertoire as well as post the choir newsletter and keep up a calendar of all we have 

going on! Here’s a guide as to how to log-in! 
 

1. Go to our website at www.fbcsmtihfield.org  
 

2. Scroll down on the main page and click on “Music & Worship Ministry” 
 

3. Scroll down to the button on that page that says “Choir Login” and click it. 
 

4. Log-in with the password “fbcschoir” 
 

Prayers & Praises 
- Continue to pray for Lori & Delbert Garrison as they mourn the loss of Delbert’s brother, Rob. Pray for 

peace and comfort for them and their family. 

- Continue to pray for all who are being affected in health and financially by the coronavirus. 

- Pray for the leaders in our church and in other churches as they continue to make decisions generally and in 

relation to the virus – may God give them His mind and Spirit to guide them. 

 
 

 
 

            Do you have a prayer request or praise?  
 

Do you know of someone who has needs in this time? 
 

If you know of any prayer needs or people who need help in this difficult time, please email it to Braxton at 

braxton@fbcsmithfield.org so that it can be known for everyone to address! 
 

He answers prayer! 

http://www.fbcsmtihfield.org/
mailto:braxton@fbcsmithfield.org

