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SoundFourth!

"Magnify God's Name with Worship" 

Our church will be having our annual

Celebration of Freedom on June 27 at

6pm! We will be having a hot dog

dinner, the service, and our ice cream

social as well. Be sure to put this on

your calendar for the summer!

A Celebration of
Freedom

Upcoming Repertoire
Come and Sing the Praise

We Are the Reason

Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace

How Lovely, Lord

Lord, Send Me Anywhere 

The Lord Almighty Reigns

Find Us Faithful

May the Love of the Lord Rest Upon

Your Soul

           Sunday, May 16            

            Sunday, May 23            

              Sunday, May 30            

Great is the Lord

Amazing Grace

How Firm a Foundation

Grace to You

A Passion for Thee

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

           Sunday, June 6          

          Sunday June 13          

          Sunday June 20          

            Sunday June 27          

 

The Regulative Principle of Worship
 

A Word From the Director
 

Prayer Requests



Wednesday, June 9 - Rehearsal (6:30pm - Sanctuary)

Thursday, June  10- Trinity Thursday Night Worship (7pm Ryberg Hall Lawn)

Sunday, June 13 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Wednesday, June 16 - Rehearsal (6:30pm - Sanctuary)

Thursday, June  17- Trinity Thursday Night Worship (7pm Ryberg Hall Lawn)

Sunday, June 20 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Wednesday, June 23 - Rehearsal (6:30pm - Sanctuary)

Thursday, June  24 - Trinity Thursday Night Worship (7pm Ryberg Hall Lawn)

Sunday, June 27 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Sunday, June 27 - Celebration of Freedom (6:00pm - Chancel)

Wednesday, June 30 - No Rehearsal 

Thursday, July 1 - No Trinity Thursday Night Worship 

Sunday, July 4 - No Choir in Service

Wednesday, July 7 - No Rehearsal 

Thursday, July 8 - Trinity Thursday Night Worship (7pm Ryberg Hall Lawn)

Sunday, July 11 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Wednesday, July  14 - No Rehearsal

Thursday, July 15 - Trinity Thursday Night Worship (7pm Ryberg Hall Lawn)

Sunday, July 18 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Wednesday, July 21 - No Rehearsal

Thursday, July 22 - Trinity Thursday Night Worship (7pm Ryberg Hall Lawn)

Sunday, July 25 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Wednesday, July 28 - No Rehearsal

Thursday, July 29 - Trinity Thursday Night Worship (7pm Ryberg Hall Lawn)

Sunday, August 1 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Wednesday, August 4 - No Rehearsal 

Sunday, August 8 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Wednesday, August 11 - No Rehearsal 

Sunday, August 15 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Wednesday, August 18 - Fall Business Meeting (6:30pm - Fellowship Hall)

Upcoming Calendar
Sunday, May 16 (Graduation Sunday) - Sing in Service

(10:35am - Choir Room) ~HANDBELLS IN SERVICE~

Wednesday, May 19 - Rehearsal (6:30pm - Ryberg Hall)

Sunday, May 23 (Pentecost) - Sing in Service (10:35am -

Choir Room) 

Wednesday, May 26 - Rehearsal (6:30pm - Sanctuary)

Sunday, May 30 (Trinity Sunday/Memorial Day) - Sing in

Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

Wednesday, June 2 - Rehearsal (6:30pm - Sanctuary)

Thursday, June 3 - Trinity Thursday Night Worship (7pm

Ryberg Hall Lawn)

Sunday, June 6 - Sing in Service (10:35am - Choir Room)

"Magnify God's Name with Worship" 



Put simply, the regulative principle of worship states that the corporate

worship of God is to be founded upon specific directions of Scripture. On the

surface, it is difficult to see why anyone who values the authority of Scripture

would find such a principle objectionable. Is not the whole of life itself to be

lived according to the rule of Scripture? This is a principle dear to the hearts of

all who call themselves biblical Christians. To suggest otherwise is to open the

door to antinomianism and license.

But things are rarely so simple. After all, the Bible does not tell me whether I

may or may not listen with profit to a Mahler symphony, find stamp-collecting

rewarding, or enjoy ferretbreeding as a useful occupation even though there

are well-meaning but misguided Bible-believing Christians who assert

aasdfjkl;awith dogmatic confidence that any or all of these violate God’s will. Knowing God’s will in any circumstance is
an important function of every Christian’s life, and fundamental to knowing it is a willingness to submit to
Scripture as God’s authoritative Word for all ages and circumstances. But what exactly does biblical authority
mean in such circumstances?
Well, Scripture lays down certain specific requirements: for example, we are to worship with God’s people on
the Lord’s Day, and we should engage in useful work and earn our daily bread. In addition, covering every
possible circumstance, Scripture lays down a general principle: “present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:1–2). Clearly, all of life is to be regulated by Scripture, whether by
express commandment or prohibition or by general principle. There is therefore, in one sense, a regulative
principle for all of life. In everything we do, and in some form or another, we are to be obedient to Scripture.
However, the Reformers (John Calvin especially) and the Westminster Divines (as representative of
seventeenth-century puritanism) viewed the matter of corporate worship differently. In this instance, a
general principle of obedience to Scripture is insufficient; there must be (and is) a specific prescription
governing how God is to be worshiped corporately. In the public worship of God, specific requirements are
made, and we are not free either to ignore them or to add to them. Typical by way of formulation are the
words of Calvin: “God disapproves of all modes of worship not expressly sanctioned by his Word” (“The
Necessity of Reforming the Church”); and the Second London Baptist Confession of 1689: “The acceptable
way of worshiping the true God, is instituted by himself, and so limited by his own revealed will, that he may
not be worshiped according to the imagination and devices of men, nor the suggestions of Satan, under any
visible representations, or any other way not prescribed in the Holy Scriptures” (22.1).
Where does the Bible teach this? In more places than is commonly imagined, including the constant
stipulation of the book of Exodus with respect to the building of the tabernacle that everything be done “after
the pattern … shown you” (Ex. 25:40); the judgment pronounced upon Cain’s offering, suggestive as it is that
his offering (or his heart) was deficient according to God’s requirement (Gen. 4:3–8); the first and second
commandments showing God’s particular care with regard to worship  (Ex. 20:2–6); the incident of the golden
calf, teaching as it does that worship cannot be offered merely in accord with our own values and tastes; the
story of Nadab and Abihu and the offering of “strange fire” (Lev. 10); God’s rejection of Saul’s non-prescribed
worship — God said, “to obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Sam. 15:22); and Jesus’ rejection of Pharisaical
worship according to the “tradition of the elders” (Matt. 15:1–14). All of these indicate a rejection of worship
offered according to values and directions other than those specified in Scripture. 
Of particular significance are Paul’s responses to errant public worship at Colossae and Corinth. At one point,
Paul characterizes the public worship in Colossae as ethelothreskia (Col. 2:23), variously translated as “will
worship” (KJV) or “self-made religion” (ESV). The Colossians had introduced elements that were clearly 
 asdaaaaaaf
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The Regulative Principle of Worship
by Derek Thomas
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unacceptable (even if they were claiming an angelic source for their actions — one possible
interpretation of Col. 2:18, the “worship of angels”). Perhaps it is in the Corinthian use (abuse) of tongues
and prophecy that we find the clearest indication of the apostle’s willingness to “regulate” corporate
worship. He regulates both the number and order of the use of spiritual gifts in a way that does not apply
to “all of life”: no tongue is to be employed without an interpreter (1 Cor. 14:27–28) and only two or
three prophets may speak, in turn (vv. 29–32). At the very least, Paul’s instruction to the Corinthians
underlines that corporate worship is to be regulated and in a manner that applies differently from that
which is to be true for all of life.
The result? Particular elements of worship are highlighted: reading the Bible (1 Tim. 4:13); preaching the
Bible (2 Tim. 4:2); singing the Bible (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) — the Psalms as well as Scripture songs that
reflect the development of redemptive history in the birth-life-death-resurrection- ascension of Jesus;
praying the Bible — the Father’s house is “a house of prayer” (Matt. 21:13); and seeing the Bible in the
two sacraments of the church, baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:38–39; 1 Cor. 11:23–
26; Col. 2:11–12). In addition, occasional elements such as oaths, vows, solemn fasts and thanksgivings
have also been recognized and highlighted (see Westminster Confession of Faith 21:5).
It is important to realize that the regulative principle as applied to public worship frees the church from
acts of impropriety and idiocy — we are not free, for example, to advertise that performing clowns will
mime the Bible lesson at next week’s Sunday service. Yet it does not commit the church to a “cookie-
cutter,” liturgical sameness. Within an adherence to the principle there is enormous room for variation—
in matters that Scripture has not specifically addressed (adiaphora). Thus, the regulative principle as
such may not be invoked to determine whether contemporary or traditional songs are employed,
whether three verses or three chapters of Scripture are read, whether one long prayer or several short
prayers are made, or whether a single cup or individual cups with real wine or grape juice are utilized at
the Lord’s Supper. To all of these issues, the principle “all things should be done decently and in order” (1
Cor. 14:40) must be applied. However, if someone suggests dancing or drama is a valid aspect of public
worship, the question must be asked — where is the biblical justification for it? (To suggest that a
preacher moving about in the pulpit or employing “dramatic” voices is “drama” in the sense above is to
trivialize the debate.) The fact that both may be (to employ the colloquialism) “neat” is debatable and
beside the point; there’s no shred of biblical evidence, let alone mandate, for either. So it is superfluous
to argue from the poetry of the Psalms or the example of David dancing before the ark (naked, to be
sure) unless we are willing to abandon all the received rules of biblical interpretation. It is a salutary fact
that no office of “choreographer” or “producer/director” existed in the temple. The fact that both dance
and drama are valid Christian pursuits is also beside the point.
What is sometimes forgotten in these discussions is the important role of conscience. Without the
regulative principle, we are at the mercy of “worship leaders” and bullying pastors who charge
noncompliant worshipers with displeasing God unless they participate according to a certain pattern
and manner. To the victims of such bullies, the sweetest sentences ever penned by men are, “God alone
is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men, which are,
in anything, contrary to His Word, or beside it, in matters of faith or worship. So that to believe such
doctrines, or to obey such commands out of conscience, is to betray true liberty of conscience: and the
requiring of an implicit faith, and an absolute and blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience, and
reason also” (WCF 20:2). To obey when it is a matter of God’s express prescription is true liberty;
anything else is bondage and legalism.

For more resources, visit www.ligonier.org
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In the same way, we as Christians know that we are not alone
when we worship.  When we come together to worship God,
we come face to face with true holiness - something that Isaiah
experienced personally when he saw God on His throne.  His
reaction says it all.  He was undone - a Hebrew word literally
meaning "destroyed."  Do we have the same reaction when we
come into the holy of holies every Sunday?
I  ask this because much like our sports example, we can relate
it to our worship - "Worship is nothing without God there."
LasdforasdfdWhen we come together every Sunday, we should realize our depravity before God just like Isaiah did his.  
When we come into the presence of the Most High God, we should admit the same as Isaiah that we are
destroyed, undone - totally inadequate in the sight of God.  And yet, God invites us into His presence each
and every day of our lives.  In spite of our total depravity, He invites us as a group of His people into His
presence each and every time that we come together - as He once promised us.  
So when we come together on Sundays, what do we bring?  So many churches gather every Sunday and
seek to create reactions from people - they use things like the latest technology, the newest songs, fog
machines, lights, dramas, dances, videos, and other mediums to entertain.  There's only one problem with
this - they are so concerned with keeping people entertained and in the seats that they do not realize that
they are, in the words of Dr. Thomas which we read before, offering worship "merely in accord with our
own values and tastes."
When we sing together as a choir and gather together as the people of God on Sundays, let's commit to
making it the prayer of our hearts to seek God wholly in our worship by preaching, teaching, singing,
praying, and confessing together His words to us.  Let's make sure that we shed anything that might be
our own conventions so that we would not be a church of gimmicks and tricks, but rather a church that is
unlike the world - renewed in mind and spirit (Rom. 12:1-2).   
Remember - "Worship is nothing without God there."

In His Service, Braxton

One aspect of our lives that has been severly impacted
in this pandemic has been the world of sports.  Teams
have been struggling with finances, political debates,
and sickness while playing grueling schedules.  For
many who watch these teams, these games have been
a source of hope and community.  I am a loyal
Manchester United fan, and one of the quotes that has
become prominent in this pandemic  is the quote of
one of the previous managers in that "Football is
nothing without fans."  This statement hits home
maybe the most of all when we watch sports now -
sports seem to be empty without the presence of the 
 fans there.
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In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the

temple. Above him were seraphim, And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole

earth is full of his glory.”  “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of

unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”
~Isaiah 6:1, 2a, 3, 5~

A Word from the Director
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Faye Downs - Daughter had surgery

Carolyn Crumpler - Recovering at home

Jimmy Jones - Recovering at home

Pope Hardee - Lewy Body Dementia 

Church transition & Pastor Search Committee 

Pray for our deacons as they study church renewal with Dr. Cogdill.

Prayers

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

~  C O L O S S I A N S  3 : 1 6  ~


